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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. KING of New York). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
January 20, 2017. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable PETER T. 
KING to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

God of the universe, we give You 
thanks for giving us another day. 

You are the father of us all, and Your 
divine providence has led this Nation 
in the past and guides all human af-
fairs to this very day. 

On this day the American people join 
Congress as we call upon Your holy 
name. We pray for Vice President MIKE 
PENCE and, most especially, for your 
servant, Donald Trump, our elected 
45th President of these United States. 

May Your holy spirit descend upon 
him that he may see things as You see 
things. May he be strengthened in his 
work and grow in understanding as he 
proves ever attentive to the people. 

May he respond to the Nation’s deep-
est needs and lift up all of us to higher 
standards of equal justice, true good-
ness, and peaceful union. Grant him 
health and protection, sincere collabo-
ration and renewed faith. 

Lord, may the people of this Nation 
and those around the world stand with 
him to face any challenge, endure any 
difficulty without fear, learn how to 
accept every success and every failure 
with grace, and support him with en-

couragement and prayer. We pray that 
he become his best self. 

As always, may all that is done be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(a) of House Resolution 
40, the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings is approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. TONKO) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. TONKO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, January 17, 2017. 

Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
January 17, 2017, at 5:24 p.m.: 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 72. 

With best wishes, I am, 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS. 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, January 18, 2017. 

Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
January 18, 2017, at 9:48 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 39. 

With best wishes, I am, 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
DEMOCRATIC LEADER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable NANCY 
PELOSI, Democratic Leader: 

JANUARY 17, 2017. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, U.S. 

Capitol, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to section 

603 of the Department of State Authorities 
Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Pub. L. 114–323), I am 
pleased to appoint the following individual 
to the Western Hemisphere Drug Policy 
Commission: 

Mr. Sam Farr of Carmel, California 
Thank you for your attention to this mat-

ter. 
Best regards, 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Democratic Leader. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
DEMOCRATIC LEADER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable NANCY 
PELOSI, Democratic Leader: 
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